
BOARD OF 
ADVISORS 
MEETING

APRIL 6-7, 2014Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti with students on March 6, 2014



 

SuNDAy, APRIL 6 – WELcOME DINNER & REcEPTION
 
6:00PM Cocktail Reception
  Smart Museum of Art 5550 S. Greenwood Ave

7:00PM Welcome Dinner 
  Smart Museum of Art 5550 S. Greenwood Ave
 
  IOP Advisory Board Members
  IOP Staff & Student Executive Board Members
  IOP Spring 2014 Fellows

MONDAy, APRIL 7 – ADVISORy BOARD MEETING

8:00AM  Continental Breakfast
  Institute of Politics  
  5707 S. Woodlawn Ave Chicago, IL

8:30AM Executive Session
  IOP Advisory Board Members  
  IOP Institute Director, IOP Executive Director
  
9:30AM Program Updates
  IOP Advisory Board Members & IOP Staff

10:30AM Strategic Discussion: Maximizing IOP Impact
  IOP Advisory Board Members
  IOP Staff & IOP Student Executive Board
    
11:30AM Break

12:00PM Advisory Board Seminar Sessions (3)
        
1:00PM  Seminar Sessions End/Photos/Discussion

1:15PM  Advisory Board Members escorted back IOP for 
  Informal Lunch with Staff  

2:00PM Advisory Board Meeting concludes
  Advisory Board Members depart
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AGENDA



The University of Chicago Institute of Politics is a nonpartisan, 
extracurricular program designed to nurture in young people a 
passion for politics and public service. 

Three sections form the core of the Institute’s programming: (1) the 
hosting of Fellows – operatives, policy-makers, journalists and others 
– who will design, and engage with students, in weekly study groups 
that draw on their experiences; (2) an extensive paid internship 
program based on the University of Chicago’s innovative Jeff Metcalf 
Fellows Program; and (3) a wide-ranging Speakers Series of lectures 
and panel discussions on issues in politics, media and public policy. 

We also promote a spirit of civic engagement among our students, 
encouraging them to identify activities of their own through which 
they can have an impact. 
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ANGELA LAScALA-GRuENEWALD, NAVIGATING THE BRAVE NEW 
WORLD OF JOuRNALISM AS STuDENTS AT ucHIcAGO 
“The goal of building a publication that hosts quality writing 
alongside multimedia content (a style that meets the needs of new 
ambidextrous online readers) has allowed us to begin to form a 
community of writers and editors on campus and at the Institute of 
Politics. A community that enjoys crafting arguments and theories, 
delving into writing processes, and helping each other grow as 
individuals and writers as we cover the crazy world of politics.”

WILLIAM FERNANDEZ, IS POLITIcS FOR ME?  
“As hard as I might try to figure out what is the best path for me, if 
you’re really going to change the world for the better, at some point 
you just have to take the plunge and get involved - because if you 
don’t try, then who will Maybe I still don’t know if politics is right for 
me. Maybe I never will. But that’s not going to stop me from heeding 
David’s words. I’m just going to do it.”

ERIN SIMPSON, TEcH TEAM TAkES OFF 
“For the students on the TechTeam, the experiences they’ve had 
doing digital strategy for S.I.S.T.E.R.S. have imbued them with a 
killer set of tech skills and the practical application to back it up. 
As they enter the campaign season this fall, their public service 
cred with the TechTeam will make them valuable assets in making 
contributions on campaigns.”

IN THEIR
OWN WORDS
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DAVID AxELROD, AB ’76
Institute Director
A University of Chicago alumnus, David Axelrod is a 35-year veteran of American politics and 
journalism. Prior to becoming a political consultant, Axelrod spent eight years as a reporter 
and columnist for the Chicago Tribune, including a stint as the City Hall bureau chief. As a 
political consultant, Axelrod has managed media and communications strategy for more than 
150 local, state and national campaigns. Axelrod most recently served as Senior Strategist 
to President Obama’s successful re-election campaign. He served in that same role in then-
Senator Obama’s 2008 presidential campaign, before going on to serve in the White House 
as Senior Advisor to the President. After the 2012 campaign, Axelrod turned his focus to the 
Institute of Politics to help inspire and train the next generation of leaders.

STEVE EDWARDS
Executive Director
For more than two decades, Steve Edwards has covered politics and public policy as a 
journalist and program host. His work has appeared on the BBC, Bloomberg News, PBS, and 
on numerous public radio stations around the United States. Most recently, he spent nearly 
14 years at WBEZ, Chicago’s NPR member station, where he served as host of the acclaimed 
daily shows The Afternoon Shift and Eight Forty-Eight. Steve has moderated numerous 
candidate debates, hosted the weekly political show The Best Game in Town, and was the 
correspondent for a BBC documentary on Chicago’s political culture. A native of Kansas City, 
he was a Knight-Wallace Fellow at the University of Michigan and earned his A.B. in political 
science from Amherst College.

AMIN cyNTJE
Director, Fellows Program
Prior to joining the Institute, Amin Cyntje was the director of National Journal Live, where he 
was responsible for building content and leading the execution of all of National Journal’s 
public policy programs. In this role, he worked closely with National Journal’s editors, 
writers, and executives to build nonpartisan programs that engaged national thought 
leaders on issues of national import. Before joining National Journal, he served as a program 
manager at the Partnership for Public Service, where he developed strategy, messaging, 
and communications for a nationwide public education campaign to honor America’s public 
servants. Amin has also held positions at Global Impact, the Democratic National Committee, 
and in the congressional offices of Senator Bill Nelson and Representative Stephen Lynch. 
A native of St. Thomas, USVI, Cyntje is a graduate of the George Washington University and 
Bethune-Cookman College.

MATTHEW JAFFE
Director, Communications
Prior to joining the Institute, Matthew Jaffe covered national politics as a reporter and 
producer for ABC Network News. Based in ABC’s Washington, D.C. bureau, in 2008 he was 
an embedded reporter with the campaign of then vice-presidential candidate Joe Biden. 
After the campaign, he covered finance and the federal response to the economic crisis. In 
2010, he was named ABC’s digital reporter covering the U.S. Senate. The following year, 
Matthew covered the Republican presidential primary for both ABC News and Univision. 
Most recently, he was a reporter and producer based in ABC’s Chicago bureau, covering 
stories such as Hurricane Sandy, the Boston marathon bombing and the election of Pope 
Francis. A native of Philadelphia, he earned his B.A. from Georgetown University and has also 
studied in Spain, England, Mexico and Costa Rica.

DILLAN SIEGLER, MBA ‘00
Director, Partnerships & Engagement
Since 2008, Dillan Siegler has worked for the University of Chicago’s Office of Career 
Advancement, where she was program director for UChicago Careers in Public and 
Social Service (UCIPSS), a program she founded in 2010. The UCIPSS Program provides 
comprehensive resources and opportunities to more than 1,000 UChicago students 
interested in careers in nonprofit, government, policy, and related sectors. Prior to founding 
UCIPSS, Dillan developed and managed more than 150 Metcalf internships in the public 
sector as a member of Career Advancement’s Employer Relations and Development team. 
Prior to her work at UChicago, Dillan managed the Adult Training and Employment Program 
at CARES Chicago, a small employment-focused non-profit on Chicago’s West Side. Dillan 
has a BA in Psychology from Yale University and an MBA from the Booth School of Business. 
She is very familiar with the UChicago community, having grown up and lived in Hyde Park 
most of her life.

STAFF
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kATRINA MERTENS
Manager, Operations & Budget
Since 2010, Katrina Mertens served as executive assistant to the general counsel and deputy 
superintendent of the Illinois State Board of Education. Prior to assisting the general counsel, she 
served as an administrative assistant in the special education division for the Board. Katrina moved 
to Chicago in 2008 from Baltimore, where she worked in the narcotics unit of the Baltimore City 
State’s Attorney’s Office. She has an MA in counseling from Roosevelt University and a BS in 
criminal justice and urban studies from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

MALLORy MccLAIRE
Manager, Events & Audience Development
Prior to joining the Institute, Mallory McClaire worked at the Chicago Office of Tourism and 
Culture where she assisted the Executive Director for three years.  Before entering this role, she 
was a researcher on the Chicago Neighborhood Tourism Project, a groundbreaking assessment 
of tourism assets in Chicago’s neighborhoods. Her background in event management includes 
work in Millennium Park, the Chicago Cultural Center and with Mayor’s Office of Special Events. 
Mallory is a Chicago native and holds a B.A. in English from the University of Missouri.

cHRISTINE HuRLEy
Associate Producer
Prior to joining the Institute of Politics, Christine worked as an Associate Producer for Chicago 
Tonight, the award-winning nightly public affairs program on WTTW, Chicago’s PBS’s affiliate. While 
at Chicago Tonight on Chicago’s PBS. While at channel 11, Christine was nominated for three Midwest 
Emmy Awards. She is a native of Chicago’s southwest suburbs. She received her BA in English 
Literature from Ohio Wesleyan University in 2009. Christine returned to Chicago after graduation and 
began work on her Master’s degree in Journalism at DePaul University, which she completed in 2011.

kARNIkA IyENGAR, AB ‘11
Assistant Director, Internship Programs
As a proud University of Chicago alumna, Karnika is thrilled to return to campus to serve the 
University community. Prior to joining the Institute, Karnika worked as a litigation paralegal at 
Covington & Burling LLP in New York City, focusing on intellectual property law, government, 
international affairs, and media. An Oklahoma native, she graduated from the University of 
Chicago in 2011 with a BA in Political Science.

RAy WHITEHOuSE
Multimedia Specialist
A lifelong Chicagoan, Ray Whitehouse has worked as a freelance photojournalist and 
multimedia producer since graduating from Northwestern University in 2012. His work has been 
recognized by the National Press Photographers Association and has appeared in Chicago 
magazine, Deutsche Welle, The Oregonian and several other news publications across the U.S.

Lucy LITTLE, AB ‘12
Alumni Engagement & Communications Coordinator
Prior to joining the Institute of Politics, Lucy served as the 2012 - 2013 Dr. Aizik Wolf 
Human Rights Post-Baccaleaureate Fellow, where she worked with Heartland Alliance for 
Human Rights & Human Needs developing and implementing trauma-sensitive creative arts 
activities and group curricula for undocumented immigrant youth living in short-term 
residential programs in Chicago. A New York City native, she graduated from the University 
of Chicago in 2012 with a BA in music.

cHENAB NAVALkHA, AB ‘13
RISE Fellow, Student Civic Engagement Coordinator
Chenab comes to the Institute of Politics through New Sector Alliance’s Residency in Social
Enterprise fellowship, an 11-month program for individuals pursuing careers in nonprofit work. 
As a recent graduate, Chenab is excited to take on a new role within the University community. 
She graduated from the University of Chicago in 2013 with a BA in both Biology and Philosophy.

kATIE ROSMAN
Fellows & Programming Coordinator
A native of Skokie, Illinois, Katie graduated Phi Beta Kappa from Stanford University in 
2013 with dual degrees in Public Policy and African and African-American Studies. During 
college, she worked on the press and communications team for Rahm Emanuel’s 2011 
mayoral campaign and for the central office of the D.C. Public Schools. Prior to joining the 
Institute, Katie worked at Inspiration Corporation, a Chicago-based social enterprise which 
provides assistance to individuals affected by homelessness and poverty.
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THE BOARD OF ADVISORS TO THE 
INSTITuTE OF POLITIcS INcLuDES 
A DIVERSE GROuP OF LEADERS 
IN cIVIc LIFE, POLITIcS, BuSINESS 
AND JOuRNALISM. 

The principal responsibility of board 
members is to attend one-day, 
bi-annual meetings to review the 
Institute’s programs and activities. In 
addition we ask our board members’ 
assistance in four other areas: 
>  recruiting of Fellows
> arrangement of rewarding   
 internship opportunities
> outreach to elected and  
 government officials, political 
 operatives, journalists and others 
 to participate in our Speaker  
 Series and other Institute-  
 sponsored events
> promoting the Institute and its  
 activities through any social  
 media outlets used by the board  
 member

Members have no fiduciary duty and 
they serve on a volunteer basis in 
an advisory capacity to the Institute 
director and staff. 

The bi-annual meetings take place 
in Chicago in the spring and late fall. 
Board members are appointed to 
an initial three-year term, which is 
renewable upon mutual agreement. 

  

DAVID BROOkS
Op-ed columnist, 
The New York Times

JuLIAN cASTRO 
Mayor of San Antonio

STEPHANIE cuTTER 
Partner at Precision Strategies, 
Co-host of CNN’s Crossfire

LARRy GRISOLANO
Partner at AKPD Media

DORIS kEARNS GOODWIN 
Biographer, Historian and 
Political Commentator

BRAD kEyWELL 
Managing Partner and 
Co-Founder of Lightbank, 
Co-Founder of Groupon

BILL kRISTOL 
Founder and Editor of The 
Weekly Standard

RAy LAHOOD
Former U.S. Secretary of 
Transportation

ISAAc LEE
CEO of Fusion and President of 
News, Univision

MIkE MuRPHy 
Republican Political Consultant

BETH MyERS
Former Senior Advisor to 
Mitt Romney

DEVAL PATRIck
Governor of Massachusetts

DAVID PLOuFFE
Former Senior Advisor to 
President Obama

DARREN REISBERG
Secretary of the University 
of Chicago

NEERA TANDEN 
President, The Center for 
American Progress

HOWARD WOLFSON 
Former Deputy Mayor, 
City of New York

BOARD MEMBERS  

BOARD OF 
ADVISORS
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ORGANIZATIONAL
cHART



SPEAkER
SERIES

The Institute of Politics, along with NBC5 
Chicago and the Harris School of Public 
Policy, hosted an Illinois GOP gubernatorial 
forum with candidates Bruce Rauner, 
Kirk Dillard, Dan Rutherford and Bill Brady
on March 4, 2014. The forum was moderated 
by Carol Marin. 

he Institute of Politics on March 6, 2014, 
hosted the mayors of four major American 
cities: Bill de Blasio of New York, Kasim Reed 
of Atlanta, Rahm Emanuel of Chicago, and 
Eric Garcetti of Los Angeles. 

CNN’s John King moderated a discussion 
about the mid-term elections with NBC News’ 
Kasie Hunt, MSNBC’s Perry Bacon, ABC News’ 
Rick Klein and the Wall Street Journal’s Beth 
Reinhard on March 12, 2014. 

The Institute of Politics, along with NBC5 
Chicago and the Harris School of Public 
Policy, hosted an Illinois GOP gubernatorial 
forum with candidates Bruce Rauner, Kirk Dil-
lard, Dan Rutherford and Bill Brady on March 
4, 2014. The forum was moderated by Carol 
Marin. 

IOP director David Axelrod held an off-the-
record discussion with RNC chairman Reince 
Priebus on February 7, 2014. 

  

MAJOR SPEAkERS: Vice 
President Joe Biden; former 
U.S. Labor Secretary Robert 
Reich;Former U.S. Energy 
Secretary Steven Chu; RNC Chair 
Reince Priebus; MSNBC’s Joe 
Scarborough; historians Doris 
Kearns Goodwin and Richard 
Reeves; journalists Mark Halperin 
and John Heilemann; The New 
York Times’ Jodi Rudoren; CNN’s 
Jake Tapper and Jeff Zucker. 

TOPIcS ExPLORED: Affordable 
Care Act; Civil Rights; Federal 
Budget & Debt; Financial Crisis; 
Redistricting; NSA Surveillance 
Program; Syria; Ukraine, among 
others. 

MLk cELEBRATION: The Institute 
of Politics teamed with University 
partners in hosting the annual MLK 
Day Celebration in January. More 
than 750 students, University staff 
and community members gathered 
in Rockefeller Chapel for the event 
featuring a keynote by IOP Board 
Member and Massachusetts Gov. 
Deval Patrick. 

NPR’S WAIT, WAIT DON’T TELL 
ME: A sell out crowd of more than 
800 students and community 
members packed Mandel Hall as 
the Institute of Politics hosted a 
live taping of the popular NPR 
comedy-quiz program Wait, Wait 
Don’t Tell Me.    

IL REPuBLIcAN GuBERNATORIAL 
cANDIDATE FORuM: In 
partnership with the Harris School 
of Public Policy and NBC5 Chicago, 
the Institute of Politics hosted a 
live broadcast debate featuring 
the four Republican candidates for 
Illinois governor.  The forum was 
broadcast live on NBC5 in Chicago 
from 6p to 7p and around the state 
via Illinois affiliates. 

LEADING AMERIcA’S BIG 
cITIES IN THE 21ST cENTuRy: 
The Institute of Politics capped 
Winter Quarter with one of 
its most successful Speakers 
Series events to date. Mayors of 
four of America’s largest cities 
gathered for an unprecedented 
conversation about the challenges 
and future opportunities facing 
America’s big cities.  Mayors Bill 
de Blasio, Rahm Emanuel, Eric 
Garcetti, and Kasim Reed spoke 
to a sell out crowd at International 
House and generated major local 
and national media coverage. Former senator Rick Santorum will appear at 

the Institute of Politics on May 7, 2014. 

Former vice president Al Gore will appear at 
the Institute of Politics on May 12, 2014. 

uPcOMING SPEAkERS: Former 
Vice President Al Gore; Adm. 
Mike Mullen; DNC Chair Rep. 
Debbie Wasserman Schultz; 
former U.S. Senator Rick 
Santorum; U.S. Senator Rand 
Paul; UK’s David Miliband; former 
Mexican President Ernesto 
Zedillo; Afghan feminist Shabana 
Basij-Rasikh; Neera Tanden; U.S. 
Rep. Robin Kelly; journalist Todd 
Purdum; social entrepreneur 
Premal Shaw; former U.S Amb. to 
Afghanistan Ronald Neumann 

uPcOMING TOPIcS: Civil 
Rights; Education; Election 
Administration; Environment; 
Future of Democratic Party; 
Health Care; Organized Labor; 
Religion & Politics; Trade; Voting 
Rights; Youth Violence.  

POLITIcAL TV FESTIVAL: 
The Institute of Politics hosts 
creators, writers, consultants 
and cast members from such 
shows as House of Cards, Alpha 
House, Veep and The West Wing 
in our first-ever Political TV 
Festival: Watching Washington 
in TV’s New Golden Age. It’s an 
afternoon of panel discussions, 
interviews and highlights that 

take us behind the scenes of the 
individual shows and explore 
what they tell us – or don’t tell us 
– about Washington today.  

JOycE SyMPOSIuM: BLuEPRINT 
TO IMPLEMENTATION: 
ELEcTION ADMINISTRATION 
REFORM FOR 2014, 2016, 
AND BEyOND: Following the 
Presidential Commission on 
Election Administration’s report 
highlighting best practices 
for accurate, efficient, and 
fair elections, the Institute 
of Politics will convene 
elections experts, elected 
officials, advocates, researchers, 
and academics to explore 
the path to implementing the 
Commission’s critical report for 
2014, 2016, and beyond.

REcENT 
HIGHLIGHTS
 

SPRING QuARTER 
2014 HIGHLIGHTS
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Atlanta mayor and IOP winter quarter fellow 
Kasim Reed answered questions from students 
at a seminar on March 5, 2014. 

Former Missouri Secretary of State and IOP 
fall quarter fellow Robin Carnahan joked with 
students at a bowling outing on November 
21, 2013. 

FELLOWS
PROGRAM

 

29 INDIVIDuAL FELLOWS
> 12 DEMOcRATS
> 8 REPuBLIcANS
> 6 JOuRNALISTS
> 3 INTERNATIONAL GuESTS

Former Representative Sue Kelly 
wrote, “That was so much fun…the 
Institute is performing a great ser-
vice for U of C students interested 
in running for office. Everyone I 
asked remarked about how much 
they appreciated your programs 
in helping them make choices 
about how to help society in their 
future lives.”

99 FELLOWS AMBASSADORS’
MAJORS INcLuDE:
> PHySIcS
> HISTORy
> EcONOMIcS
> NEAR EASTERN LANGuAGES  
 AND cIVILIZATIONS
> PHILOSOPHy
> MATHEMATIcS

One Fellows Ambassador wrote, “I 
would absolutely recommend this 
experience to peers - it provides 
a personal perspective into who 
political practitioners are, and 
provided an intimate perspective 
of political discussions that often 
seem somewhat distant.”

ANA MARIE cOx
Political Columnist, 
The Guardian US 

BOB INGLIS 
Former Congressmen (R-SC)

DAVID MuIR
Political Strategist, Former UK 
Prime Minister Gordon Brown 

ROGER SIMON 
Chief Political Columnist, Politico

MIcHAEL STEELE
Former Republican National 
Committee Chairman 

HOWARD WOLFSON
Former New York City 
Deputy Mayor

SuccESS TO 
DATE

2014 SPRING 
QuARTER FELLOWS
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Clockwise from Top Left:
 Howard Wolfson, Ana Marie Cox, 
David Muir, Roger Simon, Michael Steele 
and Bob Inglis.



Students traveled to Springfield on November 
6, 2013 to learn about the legislative 
process at the state level by shadowing 
legislators, meeting with lobbyists and Board 
of Education administrators, and discussing 
intern opportunities with UChicago alumni. 

Students gathered at the IOP House on January 
28, 2014 to watch President Obama deliver the 
State of the Union address and the Republican 
response. 

uRBAN POLIcy AND RESEARcH 
PROGRAM (uPREP)
Launched in January 2014, the 
Urban Policy and Research Program 
(UPReP) is an academic year 
internship program for University 
of Chicago undergraduate and 
graduate students.
> This program offers students  
 paid and substantive research  
 and policy internships at local  
 government agencies, allowing  
 UChicago students to apply   
 their rigorous, academic
 training to essential urban   
 challenges. 
> Some of these organizations  
 included the Chicago 
 Department of Public Health,  
 Chicago Police Department,   
 Chicago Public Schools and  
 the City of Chicago Mayor’s   
 Office.

IOP SuMMER INTERNSHIP 
PROGRAM
For the summer of 2014, the IOP 
plans to offer 200 paid internships 
in the US and abroad. 
> New organizations of note   
 include the Foundation for the  
 Defense of Democracies,   
 National League of Cities, No  
 Labels, and the Woodrow   
 Wilson International Center for  
 Scholars.
> Students will be working  
 in over seven different  
 countries, including Belgium,  
 China, Greece, Japan,   
 the Netherlands, Sweden, and   
 Switzerland.

GRADuATE ScHOOL INTERNSHIP 
PROGRAM
The IOP has partnered with the 
Pritzker School of Medicine, the 
Harris School of Public Policy, 
the Committee on International 
Relations, and the School of Social 
Service Administration to offer paid 
internships for graduate students at 
domestic organizations, including 
government level agencies and 
think-tanks for the summer of 2014.

The Institute of Politics is 
committed to involving students in 
the world beyond the 
classroom by giving them the 
opportunities and tools to 
connect and contribute to their 
neighborhood, their city, and
their country.

REcENT TRIPS & SITE VISITS
> Trek to Chicago City Council,  
 January 2014
> Spring Break Trip to 
 Washington, D.C., March 24-26,  
 2014

STuDENT cIVIc ENGAGEMENT 
PROJEcTS
> 270 hours of service in Chicago  
 communities 
> 60 students engaged across 4  
 projects
> New Americans uchicago   
 completed a successful quarter  
 of citizenship tutoring in North- 
 west Chicago, and will continue  
 through the Spring.
> citizen Schools is off to an  
 inspiring start: UChicago   
 students made their pitches 
 to the CPS students and have  
 had a great response to their  
 “Run For Office” class. In the  
 Spring, we will bring in local  
 guest speakers, take the classes  
 on a field trip to Chicago’s City  
 Hall, and will see students’ final  
 project.

> IOP’s TechTeam worked   
 with Sisters, Inc., a community- 
 based organization on the   
 South Side focused on   
 mentoring and empowering  
 young women, to update and  
 streamline the organization’s  
 social media and web presence.  
 Members of the TechTeam will  
 be working with the offices of  
 an elected official in the Spring. 
> The Women in Public Service  
 Project (WPSP) is continuing  
 to empower the next   
 generation of women in public  
 service through mentorship  
 and dynamic learning institutes.  
 This national program managed  
 by the Global Women’s   
 Leadership Initiative at the   
 Woodrow Wilson International  
 Center for Scholars. 

INTERNSHIP 
PROGRAM

STuDENT cIVIc 
ENGAGEMENT

STuDENT 
PROGRAMS
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IOP director David Axelrod with students

STuDENT
PROGRAMS

The Institute of Politics’ 
Professional Skills Program 
consists of a series of skill-
based workshops offered from 
January through May of 2014. 
Each workshop will focus on a 
different professional skill 
specific to excelling in a career 
in politics or public service.

The Professional Skills Program 
aims to develop practical skills for 
success and will focus on hard and 
soft skills that will help students 
translate their rigorous UChicago 
education into meaningful careers 
post-graduation. Students are 
encouraged (but not required) to 
attend all workshops. 

Those who attend all five 
workshops will be eligible to 
receive one of three $1,500 Public 
Service Scholarships from the IOP. 

So far, the Program has had 181 
unique attendees and 252 
attendees across the 4 workshops. 

“This workshop was immensely 
informative and also gave me 
some more confidence in the 
search for public and social service 
opportunities for the summer.”

“This workshop did a very job of 
giving insight into the journalism 
profession in general, by providing 
good tips and best practices for 
people like me who are looking to 
gain more experience and improve 
in the field.”

NEW ENGAGEMENT INITIATIVE
PROFESSIONAL SkILLS PROGRAM

  

HAMID BENDAAS
The College, Political Science ’15 
From Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina

NIcOLE BITLER
PhD Candidate, Committee on 
Evolutionary Biology ‘16
From Menlo Park, California

yANGyANG cHENG
PhD Candidate, Physics ‘15
From China

MIRANDA cHERkAS
The College, Political Science ‘15
From Ball Ground, Georgia

WILLIAM FERNANDEZ 
(Junior Co-Chair) 
The College, Public Policy and 
History ‘15 
From Minneapolis, Minnesota

cHRISTOPHER HuFF
Master’s Candidate, School of 
Social Service Administration ‘14
From Chicago, Illinois

SHAyAN kARBASSI 
(Senior Co-Chair) 
The College, International Studies 
& Political Science ‘14 
From Fresno, California

MAIRA kHWAJA
The College, History, Near Eastern 
Languages & Civilizations, ‘16
From Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

ANGELA LAScALA-
GRuENEWALD
The College, Political Science & 
International Studies ‘14
From Lafayette, California

ALLEN L. LINTON II
PhD Candidate, Political Science ‘14
From Chicago, Illinois

cLARENcE OkOH
The College, Political Science and 
Human Rights ‘14
From Birmingham, Alabama

JAcOB RABINOWITZ
The College, Political Science and 
Economics ‘14
From Highland Park, Illinois

JAIME SANcHEZ JR.
The College, Political Science & 
Comparative Race and Ethnic 
Studies ‘15 
From Fresno, California

ERIN SIMPSON
The College, Public Policy ‘15
From Menomonie, Wisconsin

ERIc WESSAN
The College, Political Science ‘14
From Westport, Connecticut

BOARD MEMBERS

Members of the Student Executive Board with Vice 
President Joe Biden, IOP director David Axelrod and IOP 
executive director Darren Reisberg on November 24, 2013. 

The Institute of Politics Student 
Executive Board is the leading body 
of the IOP Student Association, 
which encompasses the various 
avenues for student engagement at 
the Institute. The SEB both supports 
staff-led efforts and develops its own 
student opportunities. The SEB has 
an independent budget, a healthy 
contingent of campus leaders and 
plenty of ideas. It is composed of three 
committees, which are as follows:

EVENTS & MARkETING  
cOMMITTEE: Working closely with 
Institute of Politics staff members, 
this committee oversees the logistics 
and program- ming side of IOP 
events, manages student volunteers 
and ambassadors, and assists with 
the creation and implementation of 
programming ideas.

FELLOWS PROGRAM cOMMITTEE: 
This committee assists the staff in 
bringing Fellows to campus and  
selects the Fellows Ambassadors. 
The committee also leads the Fellows 
Ambassadors and works to keep the 
group engaged both during and after 
their time with the Fellows.

STuDENT cIVIc ENGAGEMENT 
cOMMITTEE: Each student on this 
committee is in charge of developing, 
launching and managing one of the five 
Student Civic Engagement projects 
geared toward fostering student 
engagement in the local community.

STuDENT
PROGRAMS

STuDENT 
ExEcuTIVE
BOARD
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cOMMuNIcATIONS

RNc cHAIRMAN REINcE 
PRIEBuS
February 7, 2014

“Certainly for 2014 ObamaCare 
is the gift that keeps on giving 
the whole year round. Obama is 
upside down himself personally 
and ObamaCare is in the tank. 
Especially when you look at the 
Senate races that are up this year, 
they’re in states that the president 
didn’t win 41 percent in, so we’re 
just naturally advantaged on the 
geography – but then when you 
add ObamaCare in and the presi-
dent’s approval rating, we’re doing 
great.”

ATLANTA MAyOR kASIM REED
March 6, 2014

“Everybody should remember 
just six years ago, eight years ago 
the progress that’s been made 
around issues related to marriage 
equality really were unthinkable, 
so I’m hopeful that we will have a 
similarly swift path towards mar-
riage equality being embraced 
and recognized across the United 
States of America - and hopefully 
when the story is told, my voice 
will have been an important one 
in leading that discussion in the 
South.”

cNN ANcHOR JOHN kING
March 12, 2014

“If you look at the terrain, if you 
look at history, if you look at the 
president’s approval rating, if you 
look at polling about the economy 
right track/wrong track, approval 
rating or disapproval of Obam-
aCare especially where the key 
Senate races are, if you look at 
what happened in the Florida 13 
special election, forgive me but 
you’d have to go to a bar at clos-
ing time to find a Democrat who 
thinks they’re going to re-take the 
House.”

WEBSITEIOPTV

SEB members Angela LaScala-Gruenewald and 
Eric Wessan are interviewed live on WGN at an 
IOP watch party for President Obama’s State of 
the Union address on January 28, 2014. 

In recent months, the IOP has 
launched a new website, a new logo, 
a new YouTube series and new 
student blog series; launched a more 
aggressive social media campaign that 
has increased our number of Twitter 
followers by around 25% percent; 
received coverage from major news 
outlets such as the New York Times, 
the Associated Press, the Chicago 
Tribune and Politico; and helped 
students get featured on outlets such 
as the Chicago Sun-Times, NBC5 
Chicago and WGN Chicago. 
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SEB member Yangyang Cheng at the March 
4, 2014 forum asks a question to the four 
candidates running to become the Republican 
nominee for governor of Illinois. 

At a January 30, 2014 taping of NPR’s “Wait 
Wait, Don’t Tell Me!” Peter Sagal introduces his 
co-host Carl Kassel before a sell-out crowd of 
870 at the University of Chicago’s Mandel Hall. 

On March 6th, David Axelrod 
sat down for an hour and 
answered questions on the 

@UChiPolitics twitter handle using 
#AskAxe. Over 50 questions were 
asked by students and community 
members nationally, and 22 
questions were answered over the 
course of the hour.  

yOuTH TO POLITIcIANS:  
DON’T JuST TWEET AT uS, 
ENGAGE uS »
Chicago Sun-Times 
(March 13, 2014)

‘Students from David 
Axelrod’s Institute 

of Politics at the University of 
Chicago might be considered 1 
percenters among the politically 
impassioned. A willingness to 
partake in civil discourse despite 
their wide spectrum of opinions 
in an otherwise raucous political 
landscape proves millennials may 
be forming opinions more critically 
than ever before.’

IN MEETING OF MAyORS, DE 
BLASIO HOLDS HIS OWN »
New York Times (March 6, 2014)

‘… a rare joint appearance 
here on Thursday with 
fellow big-city mayors. 

… The forum, at the University of 
Chicago, was a lively if erudite 
discussion of the business of being 
mayor, and Mr. de Blasio was the 
first to admit that he was “the rookie 
of the group”: Mr. Emanuel and Mr. 
Garcetti, along with a fourth panelist, 
Kasim Reed of Atlanta, have all 
served longer as mayors. And there 
was a consensus that the municipal 
firepower in the room was formidable. 
At the outset, the moderator, the 
Democratic political strategist David 
Axelrod, said: “I hope the boiler 
doesn’t blow. We could cripple all of 
urban America right here.” 

EMANuEL, MAyORAL 
cOLLEAGuES: WASHINGTON 
IGNORES BIG cITIES »
CBS Chicago (March 6, 2014)

 ‘Mayors of some  
 of America’s biggest 
cities said Thursday that cities, not 
Washington, D.C., are driving the 
country’s economic growth. Bill de 
Blasio of New York, Eric Garcetti 
of Los Angeles, Rahm Emanuel of 
Chicago and Kasim Reed of Atlanta 
spoke at a forum at the University of 
Chicago’s Institute of Politics.’

ucHIcAGO IOP NAMES NEW 
FELLOWS »
Politico (March 4, 2014)

                     Politico highlights 
IOP’s Spring Fellows in March 4 
Playbook.

RIVALS RIP RAuNER DuRING 
REPuBLIcAN GOVERNOR 
DEBATE »
Chicago Tribune (March 5, 2014)

‘The hour-long forum 
was co-sponsored 

by WMAQ-TV Ch. 5, the University 
of Chicago’s Institute of Politics 
and the Harris School of Public 
Policy. It was broadcast from the 
university’s Logan Center for the 
Arts’ Performance Hall.’

RIVALS RIP RAuNER DuRING 
REPuBLIcAN GOVERNOR 
DEBATE »
Chicago Tribune (March 5, 2014)

‘The hour-long forum 
was co-sponsored by 
WMAQ-TV Ch. 5, the 

University of Chicago’s Institute of 
Politics and the Harris School of 
Public Policy. It was broadcast from 
the university’s Logan Center for the 
Arts’ Performance Hall.’

TWITTER Q&A REcENT NEWS

cOMMuNIcATIONS

5707 S Woodlawn Ave, 773.834.4671   politics.uchicago.edu      twitter.com/UChiPolitics      facebook.com/UChicagoPolitics                                          18 5707 S Woodlawn Ave, 773.834.4671   politics.uchicago.edu      twitter.com/UChiPolitics      facebook.com/UChicagoPolitics                                           19 



FuNDRAISING
uPDATE

 

LONG TERM GOAL:
Secure $100M endowment for IOP to be self-sustaining.

SHORTER TERM GOAL:
Raise funds to offset expenses by identifying individuals, 
companies, and others to fund key programmatic components
– internships, Fellow residencies, speaker series, etc. 
Secure 3 – 5 naming gifts by Oct 1, 2014.

TOTAL RAISED: $4.1M
Endowment: $1.5M
Internships $1M
Internships $500K

ExPENDABLE: $2.4M
Internships $1M
Internships $1M
Fellows $1M
Conference $300K

uNRESTRIcTED: $300k
Crown, Kovler $100K each
Wendt, Behar, Griffin, Saltzman $10K - $25K

GIFT IN kIND:
United: 10 round-trip airline tickets
Google: underwrites and hosts four Speaker Series events 
per year at their River North Chicago headquarters.

IN PROcESS:
$500K to underwrite Fellows stipends
$250K to support IOP internsips
Several Director’s Circle memberships
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FINANcE 
uPDATE 

FY2014 YTD
ADMINISTRATIVE $1,816,835 $1,156,083

Salary and fringe $1,672,715 $1,064,893
Other administrative expenses $144,120 $91,190

PROGRAMMING

INTERNSHIPS/CIVIC ENGAGEMENT $696,974 $104,284

General Budget $318,474
Internships $196,000 $41,500
Programming $97,474 $47,052
Summer in Washington $25,000 $15,732

Gifts $170,000
Joyce Foundation Grant $20,000
Alphawood Foundation Grant $300,000
Women's Board $40,000
Dr. Robert Behar $10,000
Other $8,500

FELLOWS PROGRAM $480,950 $259,736

General Budget $320,950
Stipends $250,000 $120,601
Housing $50,000 $71,862
Other $20,950 $67,273

Gifts/Grants $160,000
Joyce Foundation Grant $35,000
Pritzer Gift $125,000

EVENTS $496,952 $196,410

General Budget $321,952

Gifts/Grants $175,000
Joyce Foundation Grant $175,000

STUDENT EXECUTIVE BOARD $13,677 $2,163

COMMUNICATIONS $69,500 $56,558

DEVELOPMENT $64,000 $63,066

TOTAL $3,580,388 $1,838,300

BUDGET OVERVIEW

5707 S Woodlawn Ave, 773.834.4671   politics.uchicago.edu      twitter.com/UChiPolitics      facebook.com/UChicagoPolitics                                           21



FALL QuARTER 2013

THuRS, SEPT 26 4:00P  
O-Week: Politics on the Porch

FRI, SEPT 27 10:00A   
Senator Elizabeth Warren 
(D-MA) at Logan Performance 
Hall

SuN, SEPT 29 NOON  
O-Week: Football Sunday

TuES, OcT 1 7:00P   
Mark Leibovich/This Town 
at Harris School

WEDS, OcT 2 NOON
Health Care Reform & ACA 
Series: Axelrod

MON, OcT 7 3:00P   
Watsons Go to Birmingham 
at Mandel
 
MON, OcT 7 6:00P  
From Birmingham to Barack: 
The Politics and Progress of 
the Civil Rights Movement, 
1963-2013   

TuES, OcT 8 6:00P   
Chicago Style: Alderman Will 
Burns
 
WEDS, OcT 9 NOON 
Health Care Reform & ACA 
Series: Mark McClellan

WEDS, OcT 9 6:00P 
UC Dems/College Republicans  
Debate at Reynolds Club 
Theater

FRI, OcT 11 3:30P  
Gov. Graco Ramirez of 
Morelos, MX Institute of 
Politics House

TuES, OcT 15 NOON   
Jack Abramoff at Harris

TuES, OcT 15 7:30P 
Chicago Ideas Week/IOP 
Democracy Talk at Cadillac 
Palace Theater

THuRS, OcT 17 10:30A 
Governor’s Forum/Student 
Panel Leadership in a Time of 
Crisis Booth School of 
Business

FRI, OcT 18 8:30A   
The Metropolitan Revolution: 
Cities, Innovation & the 
Future of Government 
w/Bruce Katz, Houston Mayor 
Annise Parker, Derek Douglas,  
Scott Allerd at Harris 
Auditorium
 
SuN, OcT 20 1:00P   
Chicago Humanities Festival/
IOP Policing Chicago at Law 
School 

WEDS, OcT 23 3:00P 
IPWG/Kenneth Pollack/Iran 
at IOP

WEDS, OcT 23 6:00P 
Lessons from the U.S. War in 
Iraq: 10 Years After the 
Invasion (@ SSA)

THuRS, OcT 24 4:00P   
Implementing the Common 
Core: The Politics & Promise of 
Higher Standards at I-House 

MON, OcT 28 10:00A  
Senator John McCain (R-AZ) 
at Ida 
 
MON, OcT 28 6:30P  
Welcome Dinner/Financial 
Crisis Symposium at Chicago 
Club 

TuES, OcT 29 8:30A   
Financial Crisis Symposium 
at VenueSix10

WEDS, OcT 30 6:00P 
CNN’s Jake Tapper at 
Quad Club

MON, NOV 4 NOON    
Gov. Lincoln Chafee (D-RI) 
at Ida Noyes Library

TuES, NOV 5 6:00P   
Chicago Style w/Debra Shore

WEDS, NOV 6 NOON  
Budget Brinkmanship at Quad 
Club

WEDS, NOV 6 7:00P   
NYT David Sanger: Syria, 
Iraq & NSA 

THuRS, NOV 7 NOON 
Fmr U.S. Senator Evan Bayh 
(D-IL) 

SuN, NOV 10 6:00P   
IOP Advisory Board Dinner

SPEAkER
SERIES FALL 2013
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MON, NOV 11 8:00A   
IOP Advisory Board Meeting

MON, NOV 11 6:00P  
Democracy Week: Is 21st 
Century Journalism Hurting 
Democracy? at Quad Club 

TuES, NOV 12 NOON 
Croatian & Lithuanian 
Ambassadors to the US
    
THuRS, NOV 14 11:30A  
MSNBC’s Joe Scarborough 
at Ida  

TuES, NOV 19 4:30P   
Gettysburg Address Event 

WEDS, NOV 20 4:30P 
Doris Kearns Goodwin/The 
Bully Pulpit: Theodore 
Roosevelt, William Howard 
Taft & the Golden Age of   
Journalism at Quad Club

WEDS, NOV 20 6:00P 
Richard Reeves & David 
Axelrod - The Legacy of JFK 
50 Years After the Assassina-
tion at Quad Club
 
THuRS, NOV 21 6:00P 
Mark Halperin & John 
Heilemann Double Down: 
Game Change 2012 at  
Quad Club

THuRS, DEc 5 NOON  
Raj Goyle at IOP

SAT, DEc 7 AT 2:00P 
Reflections on the 45th 
Anniversary of the Illinois 
Black Panther Party: How Far 
Are We from 1968? 

WEDS, DEc 11 NOON 
Health Care Reform & ACA: 
Goolsbee

THuRS, DEc 12 7:00P 
Mandela: Long Walk to
Freedom

WINTER QuARTER 2014

TuES, JAN 7 NOON   
U.S. Amb. to Sweden, 
Mark Brzezinski

TuES, JAN 7 6:30P   
Chicago Style: State Rep. 
Lou Lang (D-Skokie)

WEDS, JAN 8 NOON 
Health Care Reform & ACA 
Series: Dr. Eldon Huang 

FRI, JAN 10 7:00P  
Fmr. U.S. Labor Secretary 
Robert  Reich Inequality for 
All at Logan

MON, JAN 13 7:00P   
Anna Deavere Smith & Toni   
Preckwinkle at Logan Center

WEDS, JAN 15 6:00P 
MLK Celebration: Gov. Deval 
Patrick at Rockefeller Chapel

THuRS, JAN 16 6:30P 
Fellows Event: Tommy Vietor 
& George Little, Covert Affairs:  
Communicating the Nation’s 
Deepest Secrets at Harris 
School Auditorium

TuES, JAN 28 8:00P  
State of the Union Watch 
Party & Discussion: Reps. 
Lincoln Davis & Sue Kelly 
at IOP 

WEDS, JAN 29 3:00P 
Nancy Ann DeParle at IOP 
 
THuRS, JAN 30 7:30P  
NPR’s Wait, Wait…Don’t Tell 
Me at Mandel Hall 

MON, FEB 3 6:00P  
Inside the NSA Review 
Panel with Geoffrey Stone at 
Quad Club 

WEDS, FEB 5 6:00P 
U.S. Russia Relations
w/Amb Ian Kelly at Swift 
Lecture Hall (Co-Sponsored 
with CIS & CEERES)

THuRS, FEB 6 6:00P   
Kent Lecture/OBS: Donna
Brazile

FRI, FEB 7 NOON   
Reince Priebus: The 
Republican Party in 2014 & 
Beyond at Quadrangle Club 

SPEAkER
SERIES

FALL 2013/
WINTER 2014
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SPEAkER
SERIES

WINTER 2014/ 
SPRING 2014

MON, FEB 10 NOON  
Tevi Troy: What Jefferson 
Read, Ike Watched & Obama 
Tweeted at IOP 

TuES, FEB 11 6:30P  
Chicago Style: Capitol Fax 
Rich Miller

THuRS, FEB 13 7:30A  
Atlantic Council Poll: 
U.S. – Cuba Relations @ The 
Standard Club

THuRS, FEB 13 NOON  
Atlantic Council Poll: 
U.S. – Cuba Relations at IOP

THuRS, FEB 13 7:00P  
Fmr U.S. Energy Sec’y 
Steven Chu 
     
FRI, FEB 14    
House of Cards Viewing 
Party at IOP

TuES, FEB 18 6:00P  
The New York Times 
Jerusalem Bureau Chief Jodi 
Rudoren at Swift 

WEDS, FEB 19 10:00A  
Amb. Luis Carlos Villegas, 
Columbia Ambassador to the 
U.S. (at IOP)  
  
MON, FEB 24 6:30P  
Chicago Style: Illinois State 
Sen. Heather Steans (D)

WEDS, FEB 26 6:00P   
How to Draw the Maps: 
Redistricting Reform in Ameri-
can Politics at Quad Club 

THuRS, FEB 27 3:00P   
Fellows Event: Beth Myers & 
Gov. Nikki Haley at IOP

TuES, MAR 4 6:00P   
NBC5 2014 Illinois Republican   
Gubernatorial Primary Forum

WEDS, MAR 5 10:00A   
CNN’s Jeff Zucker

WEDS, MAR 5 NOON  
Health Care Reform & 
ACA: City of Chicago Public 
Health Commissioner 
Bechara Choucair 

THuRS, MAR 6 6:00P  
Fellows Event: Leading 
America’s Big Cities in 
the 21st Century: Mayors 
Kasim Reed, Bill DeBlasio, 
Rahm Emanuel and Eric 
Garcetti at I-House  

THuRS, MAR 6 8:45P   
Chicagoland Viewing Party

FRI, MAR 7 NOON   
Ukraine & Russia: On the Brink 
at IOP

WEDS, MAR 12 6:00P    
Dissecting the 2014 Midterms
     
THuRS, MAR 13 8:45P   
Chicagoland Viewing Party

TuES, MAR 18 7:00PM  
Illinois Primary Election 
Results Party

THuRS, MAR 20 8:45P  
Chicagoland Viewing Party 
 
TuES, MAR 25 6:00P  
Political Forecast: 2014 
Midterms & Beyond 
feat David Axelrod, 
Steve Schmidt & Gloria Borger

SPRING QuARTER 2014

TuES, APRIL 1 2:00P 
UK’s David Miliband: 
Responding to Global 
Humanitarian Crises from 
CAR to Syria (IOP)

THuRS, APRIL 3 6:30P 
Former Washington Post 
Columnist Bob Levey: 
The Unholy Alliance: The 
Press & Politicians

THuRS, APRIL 3 8:45P  
Chicagoland Viewing Party
 
FRI, APRIL 4 AT NOON 
Shabana Basij-Rasikh 
(Quad Club) 

FRI, APRIL 4 AT 3:00P  
Shabana Basij-Rasikh (at IOP)

SuN, APR 6 AT 6:00P  
IOP Advisory Board Dinner at 
Smart Museum
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SPEAkER
SERIES SPRING 2014

MON, APR 7 AT 8:00A–1:00P 
IOP Advisory Board Meeting

MON, APR 7 NOON-1:00P 
Advisory Board Member 
Seminars

TuES, APRIL 8 NOON   
POLITICO Power Lunch (Ida)

TuES, APRIL 8 6:30P 
Chicago Style: 
Toni Preckwinkle & 
Rebecca Sive (Quad Club 
Library) 
 
WEDS, APRIL 9 8:00A-10:00A 
POLITICO “What Works” 
Event (Chase Bank)

THuRS, APRIL 10 8:45P  
Chicagoland Viewing Party

FRI, APRIL 11 10:00A-5:00P 
Big Ideas for Cities/NLC 
(Venue 610)

SAT, APRIL 12 NOON-6:00P
IOP Political TV Festival: 
Watching Washington in 
TV’s New Golden Age at Ida 
Noyes/Doc Films 
    
MON, APRIL 14 NOON 
U.S. Rep. Robin Kelly (D-IL) 
at IOP

MON, APRIL 14 6:00P (TBD)  
Blocking the Schools to Prison  
Pipeline (TBD)

TuES, APRIL 15 NOON 
Ethics in Policy Series w/the 
Better Government 
Association’s Andy Shaw 
(Harris)

WEDS, APRIL 16 NOON 
Health Care Reform & ACA/
Michael Koettering (Billings)

WEDS, APRIL 16 6:00P  
Todd Purdum: An Idea Whose 
Time Has Come: Two 
Presidents, Two Parties, 
and the Battle for the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 
(Quad Club) 
    
THuRS, APRIL 17 8:45P  
Chicagoland Viewing Party

MON, APRIL 21 NOON   
Kiva.org’s Premal Shah: 
Can Social Entrepreneurship  
End Global Poverty? 
(Ida Noyes)

TuES, APRIL 22 (TBD)   
Sen. Rand Paul (TBD)

TuES, APRIL 22 6:00P 
Spirit Week – Religion & 
Politics w/EJ Dionne & 
Ramesh Ponnuru (QC) 
     
THuRS, APRIL 24 7:30P 
Sprit Week - Youth Violence in  
Chicago at Ida Noyes Theater

THuRS, APRIL 24 8:45P  
Chicagoland Viewing Party 

FRI, APRIL 25 NOON   
What’s Next for Afghanistan 
w/ Ambassador Ronald 
Neumann (IOP)

TuES, APR 28 6:00P (TBD) 
Breaking the Schools to 
Prison Pipeline (TBD)

THuRS, MAy 1 6:00P  
Future of Labor Movement 
(TBD)

SuN, MAy 4 4:00P  
Freedom Summer: 
Danny Glover

MON, MAy 5 5:00P   
Clean Energy Forum (Loop)

TuES, MAy 6 6:30PM  
Chicago Style: Phil Cline 
& Sheri Mecklenberg at IOP 

WEDS, MAy 7  6:00P   
Rick Santorum (Venue TBD)

THuRS, MAy 8 NOON 
Crumbling America: 
Infrastructure & the 21st 
Century Challenge with 
Ray LaHood and Ed Rendell 
(Alumni)

THuRS, MAy 8 5:00P   
Building America’s Future 
w/Ray LaHood, Ed Rendell 
& Mayor Rahm Emanuel 
(Google)
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SPEAkER
SERIES

SPRING
2014

FRI, MAy 9 AT NOON 
Admiral Mike Mullen (Alumni 
House)

SAT, MAy 10 NOON-2:00P 
Studs Terkel Festival Soap Box 
Debates at Logan

SAT, MAy 10 ALL DAy   
China & the World Summit

MON, MAy 12 6:00P   
Former Vice President Al Gore 
(CTS) 

WEDS, MAy 14 6:00P  
Freedom Summer/Voting 
Rights Joyce Democracy 
Forum (QC)

MON, MAy 19 8:00A-4:00P 
Joyce Symposium: Blueprint 
to Implementation: 
Election Administration 
Reform for 2014, 2016, and 
Beyond” (Downtown TBD)

MON, MAy 19 NOON  
Jonathan Haidt: The 
Righteous Mind (Venue TBD) 

WEDS, MAy 21 NOON  
Health Care Reform & the 
ACA: Neera Tanden (Billings)

THuRS, MAy 22 3:00P  
Pakistan Ambassador to U.S. 
at IOP

WEDS, MAy 28 NOON  (TBD) 
Health Care Reform & ACA/
Jim Capretta of AEI (TBD)

WEDS, MAy 28 (TBD)  
Ernesto Zedillo, former
President of Mexico

THuRS, MAy 29 (TBD)   
NAFTA Debate 

WED, JuNE 4 6:00P   
Dr. Zeke Emanuel (Quad 
Club DR)

FRI, JuNE 6 3:00P-5:00P  
Institute of Politics Alumni 
Weekend 

SAT, JuNE 7 11:45A   
U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders 
(I-VT) 

SAT, JuNE 7  2:00P  
Politics & the Life of the Mind/
Alumni Weekend

JuNE 12 (TBD)    
Cuban Blogger Yoani Sanchez 
(TBD)
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FELLOWS
PROGRAM

WINTER/SPRING
2014

WINTER 2014

LINcOLN DAVIS 
Former Representative (D-TN)

STEVE HILTON
Former Strategist to British Prime 
Minister David Cameron

SuE kELLy
Former Representative (R-NY)

BETH MyERS
Former Strategist to Mitt Romney

kASIM REED
Mayor of Atlanta

TOMMy VIETOR 
Former Spokesman for the National 
Security Council

SPRING 2014
 
ANA MARIE cOx
Political Columnist, The Guardian US

BOB INGLIS
Former Congressman (R-SC)

DAVID MuIR
Political Strategist, Former UK 
Prime Minister Gordon Brown

ROGER SIMON
Chief Political Columnist, POLITICO

MIcHAEL STEELE
Former Republican National 
Committee Chairman

HOWARD WOLFSON
Former New York City Deputy 
Mayor
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FELLOWS
PROGRAM

DATA ON FELLOWS
SEMINARS

 
 
By Fellow: 

63%	  
undergrads	  

19%	  
graduate	  
students	  

2%	  faculty/
staff	  

16%	  
community	  

Winter	  2014	  Audience	  Composition	  

Undergraduate	  

Graduate	  student	  

Faculty/staff	  

Community	  

WINTER 2014 
WEEk-LONG FELLOWS 
TOTAL ATTENDANcE: 
265 ATTENDEES

By FELLOW
Vietor: 71
Kelly/Davis: 35
Hilton: 47 
Myers: 53
Reed: 59

DEMOGRAPHIc BREAkDOWN: 
Undergraduates: 167 
Graduates: 51
Faculty/staff: 5
Community: 42

MEAN SEMINAR ATTENDANcE: 
26.5
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FELLOWS
PROGRAM

DATA ON FELLOWS
SEMINARS

FALL 2013 
QuARTER-LONG FELLOWS 
TOTAL ATTENDANcE: 
1,348 ATTENDEES

By FELLOW
Robin Carnahan: 358
Ramesh Ponnuru: 297
Amy Walter: 247
Miguel Silva: 309
Vin Weber: 137

AuDIENcE cOMPOSITION
Undergraduates: 791
Graduates: 337
Faculty/staff: 39
Community: 62

MEAN SEMINAR AuDIENcE: 34.5

 
 
By Fellow: 
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Week	  of	  Quarter	  

Fall	  2013	  Seminar	  Attendance	  

Robin	  Carnahan	  

Ramesh	  Ponnuru	  

Amy	  Walter	  

Miguel	  Silva	  

Vin	  Weber	  

Total	  
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STuDENT
PROGRAMS

STuDENT
ExEcuTIVE
BOARD

The Institute’s Student Executive 
Board this year has made great 
strides in expanding and developing 
enriching opportunities for 
students to get involved in the 
political arena. The SEB, which is 
structured into three committees - 
Fellows, Events and Student Civic 
Engagement - currently operates 
on an autonomous budget of 
$13,000. The SEB has been able 
to use its resources and access 
both to initiate new ideas and to 
communicate student feedback to 
the IOP staff. A new programming 
process was put into effect this year 
whereby the SEB was able to vet 
event ideas in conjunction with the 
staff in order to properly plan ahead 
for future quarters. In addition, we 
were able to use our budget to 
host various events for the students 
involved with the IOP, fostering a 
sense of community around the 
“IOP House.”
 Student Civic Engagement 
(SCE), the committee tasked with 
creating new initiatives and bridging 
the gap between student life and 
political action, has successfully 
continued two programs from last 
year: New Americans UChicago and 
Citizen Schools. New Americans 
UChicago, which trains students 
and connects them directly with 
individuals preparing to take the 
American Naturalization exam, has 
a cohort of 45 actively engaged 
students. Citizen Schools, which 
works within schools to teach 
students about running for public 
office, manages 30 students. In 

addition, the SCE has launched 
Tech Team, with an initial cohort 
of 20 students, working with local, 
South-Side organizations to provide 
capacity building and digital media 
support. This spring we are excited 
to launch our Women in Public 
Service Project. The SCE is on 
the look-out for new initiatives 
and ideas to develop as the IOP 
continues to grow. 
 The Events and Marketing 
Committee has been hard at work 
as well and has grown in order to 
improve student engagement with 
events and take a more hands-
on role in IOP programming. 
Rebranding their student 
volunteers as the Advance Team, 
the committee has empowered 
students to plan and coordinate 
their own “Chicago Style” events, 
bringing local officials to the IOP 
house for weekly conversations.
  The Fellows Committee has 
continued to grow from last year as 
well. As one of the more intimate 
programs of the IOP, students have 
the opportunity to work closely 
with highly accomplished political 
practitioners. The committee has 
successfully managed four quarters 
of student ambassadors thus far 
and become a well-oiled machine. 
The program has followed a flat 
leadership structure as it fosters 
a team atmosphere within the 
ambassadors. To date, Fellows have 
generally developed strong bonds 
with their students.
 Additionally, the Executive Board 
Chairs oversee long term planning 

of the IOP as well as manage the 
larger Student Association cohort. 
This includes The Gate: Opinion & 
Analysis, which has successfully 
finished its second quarter, 
publishing an average of one new 
story per day and the International 
Project Working Group, which 
has worked to develop events 
and opportunities with a more 
international focus. Additionally, the 
Chairs are working to develop two 
new initiative proposals: a student 
run political consulting group as 
well as a student-run policy group. 
While both are only ideas at this 
stage, they represent exciting 
possibilities for the future.  
 In a broader sense, the Student 
Executive Board this past quarter 
tackled a larger project: how to 
define politics, the political arena 
and the role of the IOP. This is an 
ongoing discussion that we are 
working with staff to answer, but 
one that we find integral to our 
mission.

- Shayan Karbassi & William 
Fernandez
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STuDENT
PROGRAMS

INTERNSHIP 
PROGRAMS

AcADEMIc yEAR
ALDERMANIc INTERNSHIP  
PROGRAM  
The University of Chicago’s Office 
of Civic Engagement and the 
Institute of Politics are excited 
to partner with the Jeff Metcalf 
Internship Program to offer 
Aldermanic office internships. 
Throughout the academic year, 
students gain invaluable first-hand 
insight into the workings of local 
government and its intersection 
with neighborhood and community 
development efforts. The 
Institute of Politics also provides 
UChicago Aldermanic interns with 
programming opportunities to meet 
and learn from fellow interns, local 
government officials and alumni. 
Students intern in the city’s 3rd, 
4th, 5th, 20th, 22nd, 32nd and 
43rd Wards. Aldermanic interns 
will work in three broad areas: 
Constituent Services, Research, 
and Special Projects. Please note 
that Aldermanic interns may not do 
political work, such as working on 
re-election efforts or campaigning 
for elected officials.

uRBAN POLIcy AND RESEARcH 
PROGRAM (uPREP) 
The Urban Policy and Research 
Program (UPReP) is an academic 
year internship program 
for University of Chicago 
undergraduate and graduate 
students. It is a partnership among 
the Institute of Politics, the Crime 
Lab and Urban Education Lab, 
Career Advancement, and the Office 
of Civic Engagement. This program 
offers students paid and substantive 
research and policy internships at 
local government agencies thereby 
creating opportunities for UChicago 
students to apply their rigorous, 
academic training to essential urban 
challenges.

ORGANIZATIONS INcLuDE: 
> City of Chicago Mayor’s Office 
> Chicago Department of Family  
 Support Services 
> Chicago Department of Public  
 Health 
> Chicago Police Department 
> Chicago Public Schools 
> Cook County Sheriff’s Office 
> IL Criminal Justice Information  
 Authority (ICJIA)  
> University of Chicago Crime Lab

IOP IN-HOuSE INTERNSHIPS 
IOP Student Interns work closely 
with the Institute of Politics 
staff to facilitate operations and 
programming, playing a central 
role in supporting the IOP’s many 
activities and events. Interns will 
gain valuable knowledge and skills 
in public and social service as well 
as in politics and policymaking. The 
IOP’s Student Internship Program 
is open to both undergraduate and 
graduate students.  All internship 
positions at the IOP are paid and 
work-study eligible. Internships are 
available in the following areas: 
Communications, Fellows Program, 
Speaker Series, Internship Programs, 
Student Civic Engagement, and 
House Management. 
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STuDENT
PROGRAMS

INTERNSHIP 
PROGRAMS

SuMMER
SuMMER INTERNSHIP PROGRAM 
Working alongside the University 
of Chicago’s flagship Jeff Metcalf 
Internship Program, the Institute 
of Politics will offer around 
200 domestic and international 
internships for the summer of 2014. 
Each domestic internship is funded 
at $4,000 and each international 
internship is funded at $5,000, so 
undergraduate students can take 
advantage of these opportunities 
to explore and engage in public 
service. From legislative offices 
to think-tanks to news agencies, 
students have the chance to  
explore internships in a variety 
of politically-related fields and 
organizations. The confirmed list 
will not be available until late May, 
but currently we plan to have 
interns at the organizations on the 
following pages.

 
 

IOP INTERNSHIP STIPEND  
PROGRAM 
The IOP’s new Internship Stipend 
Program offers the opportunity 
to apply for a $2,000 stipend to 
support a substantive summer 
internship. The program is open 
to both University of Chicago 
undergraduate and graduate 
students. Students who have 
already secured an internship in 
politics, policy or a related field 
can apply to the IOP for funding. 
Students are eligible to apply for 
an IOP stipend even if they are 
receiving funding from other grants 
or sources. However, students 
who have Metcalf or IOP-Metcalf 
Summer 2014 internships are 
not eligible for these stipends. 
Students whose internships are 
entirely unpaid will receive priority 
consideration for the IOP Internship 
Stipend Program.

GRADuATE STuDENT INTERNSHIP 
PROGRAM 
The IOP has partnered with the 
Pritzker School of Medicine, the 
Harris School of Public Policy, 
the Committee on International 
Relations, and the School of Social 
Service Administration to offer paid 
internships for graduate students at 
domestic organizations, like the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services, Chicago Department of 
Public Health, and the Homeland 
Security Studies and Analysis 
Institute (HSSAI).
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STuDENT
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INTERNSHIP 
ORGANIZATIONS

GOVERNMENT AGENcIES
City of Chicago Department of 
 Public Health
Division of Indian Affairs, Office of  
 the Solicitor
Illinois Department of Commerce &  
 Economic Opportunity
Office of the Governor of Illinois -  
 Health Insurance Marketplace
Privacy and Civil Liberties Oversight  
 Board
U.S. Attorney’s Office for the 
 Southern District of California
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
U.S. Consumer Financial Protection  
 Bureau
U.S. Department of Commerce 
U.S. Department of Energy
U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Department of State
U.S. Department of Transportation
U.S. Environmental Protection   
 Agency
U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity  
 Commission  
U.S. Peace Corps
The White House

ELEcTED AND POLITIcAL 
OFFIcES
Office of Congressman 
 Randy Hultgren (R-IL)
Office of Congresswoman 
 Robin Kelly (D-IL)
Office of the Cook County Sheriff 
Office of the Cook County State’s  
 Attorney
Office of Congressman 
 Mike Quigley (D-IL)
Office of Congressman 
 Peter Roskam (R-IL)

Office of Governor 
 John Kasich (R-OH)
Office of Governor 
 Pat Quinn (D-IL)
Office of Governor 
 Peter Shumlin (D-VT)
Office of the Mayor of 
 Atlanta, Kasim Reed (D)
Office of the Mayor of Chicago,  
 Rahm Emanuel (D)
Office of the Mayor of Los Angeles,  
 Eric Garcetti (D)
Office of the Mayor of New York, 
 Bill de Blasio (D)
Office of the Mayor of San Antonio,  
 Julián Castro (D)
Office of State Representative of 
the 26th District of Illinois, 
 Christian Mitchell (D-IL)
Office of State Senator 
 Pamela J. Althoff (R-IL)
Office of State Senator 
 Karen McConnaughay (R-33)
Office of State Senator 
 Heather Steans (D-IL)
Office of U.S. Senator 
 Cory Booker (D-NJ)
Office of U.S. Senator 
 Robert Portman (R-OH)

NONPROFIT AND ADVOcAcy 
GROuPS
Advance Illinois
Alliance for the Great Lakes
American Health Policy Institute 
American India Foundation
Center for Neighborhood 
 Technology
CHANGE Illinois
Chicago International 
 Charter School
Clinton Foundation

Common Cause Illinois
DemocracyCorps
DonorsChoose.org
Equality Illinois
Forest Preserve Foundation
Human Rights Watch
Illinois Association of School Boards
Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and  
 Refugee Rights
Illinois Education Association
Illinois Federation of Teachers
John D. and Catherine T. 
 Macarthur Foundation
JusticeWorks YouthCare
Latino Policy Forum
Latinos Progresando
Legal Services Corporation
National League of Cities
No Labels
Noble Network of Charter Schools
 Organizing for Action
Orleans Public Defenders
Public Defender Service for the 
 District of Columbia
Reboot Illinois
Southern Poverty Law Center
Stand for Children
TurboVote
University of Chicago Crime Lab
University of Chicago Institute 
 of Politics
University of Chicago Office of 
 Federal Relations
Vera Institute of Justice
Young Invincibles

THINk-TANkS
American Enterprise Institute 
Atlantic Council’s Latin 
 America Center
Carnegie Endowment for 
 International Peace
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ORGANIZATIONS

Center for the Study of the 
 Presidency and Congress
Connecticut Policy Institute
Environmental Law & Policy Center
Foundation for Defense of 
 Democracies
New America Foundation
PolicyLink
The McCain Institute for 
 International Leadership
The Woodrow Wilson International  
 Center for Scholars

MEDIA ORGANIZATIONS
ABC
Aggrego, a Wrapports Company
CNN
Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting
The Huffington Post
The New Republic
The Tampa Bay Times
The Weekly Standard

POLITIcAL cOMMuNIcATIONS & 
cONSuLTING
270 Strategies
AKPD Message and Media
Anzalone Liszt Grove Research
ASGK Public Strategies
Benenson Strategy Group
Blue Engine Media
Democratic Governors Association
EchoDitto
Freedman Consulting, LLC
Lake Research Partners
McGuireWoods Consulting
Precision Strategies
Republican Governors Association

INTERNATIONAL
U.S. Department of State 
 (Belgium)
U.S. Department of State 
 (China)
U.S. Department of State 
 (Greece)
U.S. Department of State 
 (Japan)
U.S. Department of State 
 (Netherlands)
U.S. Department of State 
 (Sweden)
U.S. Department of State 
 (Switzerland)
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STuDENT cIVIc 
ENGAGEMENT

TRIPS & SITE VISITS

TREk TO cHIcAGO cITy cOuNcIL, 
JANuARy 2014 
30 students gained insight into 
local government on this trek to 
city council where they heard from 
a panel of Mayor’s Office staffers, 
observed a city council meeting, 
and had photographs taken with 
Mayor Emanuel.

SPRING BREAk TRIP TO 
WASHINGTON, D.c., MARcH 24-26, 
2014
13 fourth-year students traveled 
to Washington, D.C. for this career 
trek. They visited the American 
Enterprise Institute, Center for 
Economic Progress, Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau; heard 
from staffers on Capitol Hill; and 
went on informational interviews at 
organizations of interest.

STuDENT cIVIc 
ENGAGEMENT PROJEcTS

1. New Americans UChicago 
 provides students to help 
 individuals in the citizenship 
 pipeline fill out applications and  
 prepare for the citizenship exam. 
 A. 16 students engaged
 B. 17 hours of tutoring per 
  week~136 hours of tutoring  
  for Winter 2014

2.  The Citizen Schools program  
 takes students into CPS middle  
 schools to teach a Run for Office  
 curriculum.
 A. 10 students engaged
 B. 75 hours of teaching thus far  
  (4 weeks into a 10 week 
  curriculum)

3.  The IOP TechTeam program takes  
 students into southside 
 community-based 
 organizations to provide 
 capacity-building through 
 digital media support. In   
 Winter 2014, these students  
 worked with Sisters, Inc., an  
 elementary and high school 
  based mentoring, youth  
 development and leadership  
 program that serves women 11-18  
 years of age.
 A. 13 students engaged
 B. 60 hours of tech trainings
  

4. The Women in Public  
 Service Project (WPSP)   
 empowers the next generation  
 of women in public service   
 through mentorship   
 and dynamic learning 
 institutes. This national program  
 managed by the Global   
 Women’s Leadership Initiative 
 at  the Woodrow Wilson   
 International Center for Scholars. 
 A. 17 students engaged in the  
  working group
 B. Spring 2014: inaugural 2-day  
  leadership institute 

5. The IOP is partnering with the  
 Collegiate Scholars Program to  
 provide high-potential CPS high  
 school students with mentorship  
 and opportunities to engage with  
 the IOP and our students, events,  
 and speakers.

5707 S Woodlawn Ave, 773.834.4671   politics.uchicago.edu      twitter.com/UChiPolitics      facebook.com/UChicagoPolitics                                          35 



STuDENT
PROGRAMS

STuDENT cIVIc 
ENGAGEMENT

PROFESSIONAL SkILLS 
PROGRAM

PAST WORkSHOPS:

cAREERS IN PuBLIc SERVIcE: 
EVERyTHING yOu NEED TO 
kNOW, LED By DILLAN SIEGLER 
AND NOVIA PAGONE
> Dillan Siegler, the IOP’s Director  
 for Partnerships and Engagement  
 and Novia Pagone, Program  
 Director for UChicago Careers in 
 Public and Social Service  
 (UCIPSS) walked students   
 through strategies to finding  
 substantive, available public  
 service internships and jobs
> We covered details on how  
 to prepare strong application  
 materials, ace interviews, and  
 make lasting connections with  
 public service alumni and leaders  
 and ensure career success
ATTENDANcE: 70

 “This workshop was immensely 
informative and also gave me 
some more confidence in the 
search for public and social service 
opportunities for the summer.”

INTRODucTION TO cAMPAIGNS 
AND cAMPAIGN OPPORTuNITIES, 
LED By DILLAN SIEGLER
> David Wasserman video- 
 conferenced in and gave   
 students an overview of elections 
 nationwide
> Dillan Siegler highlighted   
 opportunities to get involved in  
 campaigns both in Chicago and  
 other states as well as 
> We provided tips on how to make  
 an impact on a campaign as well  
 as details on different campaign  
 roles
> Representatives from campaigns  
 on both sides of the aisle held 
 a campaign fair to highlight  
 volunteer opportunities for   
 students
ATTENDANcE: 30

FROM INcEPTION TO ExEcuTION: 
STRATEGIc MANAGEMENT FOR 
ExcELLENT EVENTS, LED By 
MALLORy MccLAIRE AND JAN 
kOSTNER
> The Events team walked students  
 through the various pieces of  
 managing events, from finding  
 venues to working with security  
 teams to secure locations for VIP  
 speakers
> Students were given hypothetical  
 events and developed strategies  
 to ensuring their successful   
 execution, and were surprised  
 by last-minute crises, taken from  
 real instances, to consider real- 
 time problem solving for events
ATTENDANcE: 26

“Opened my eyes to a whole new 
variety of logistics to consider when 
planning events.”
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PROFESSIONAL SkILLS 
PROGRAM

PAST WORkSHOPS:

MANAGING THE MEDIA & 
EFFEcTIVE cOMMuNIcATION, 
LED By STEVE EDWARDS
> Steve Edwards brought in guest 
 speaker Tarrah Cooper, Press  
 Secretary for Mayor Emanuel, to  
 discuss crisis communication and  
 press relations in a government  
 and political context
> Participants received basic media  
 training, and considered the role  
 of both reporters and subjects
> The presentation focused on  
 effective communication, and  
 how to conduct interviews and  
 moderate roundtables
ATTENDANcE: 25

“This workshop did a very job of 
giving insight into the journalism 
profession in general, by providing 
good tips and best practices for 
people like me who are looking to 
gain more experience and improve 
in the field.”

FORTHcOMING 
WORkSHOPS:

uNDERSTANDING THE WORLD OF 
POLIcyMAkING, LED By DARREN 
REISBERG

STRATEGIc uSE OF MuLTIMEDIA, 
LED By RAy WHITEHOuSE

5707 S Woodlawn Ave, 773.834.4671   politics.uchicago.edu      twitter.com/UChiPolitics      facebook.com/UChicagoPolitics                                          37 



ANGELA LAScALA-GRuENEWALD, 
NAVIGATING THE BRAVE NEW 
WORLD OF JOuRNALISM AS 
STuDENTS AT ucHIcAGO 
“As a founder of the new UChicago 
political review, The Gate, it is a puzzle 
to figure out how to provide students 
with the support to develop as 
writers while simultaneously creating 
opportunities in which they can acquire 
the diverse professional skills necessary 
in the evolving world of political 
journalism.

Our main challenge was to figure out 
how to create a structure that would 
allow us to maintain relevancy as a 
publication and as a student group, 
and provide a four-year experience 
for students entering UChicago with 
an interest in journalism. Importantly, 
this experience had to link to real-
world trends in political journalism.

In its essence, I hope The Gate will 
continue to serve as a platform for 
students interested in covering and 
critiquing politics and policy. As a 
web-based publication, it will host 
various types of media (from videos 
to podcasts), but, hopefully, also 
provide written content that is “fit 
to print” at a moment’s notice. This 
ideal is still in progress, yet the goal 
of building a publication that hosts 
quality writing alongside multimedia 
content (a style that meets the needs 
of new ambidextrous online readers) 
has allowed us to begin to form a 
community of writers and editors on 
campus and at the Institute of Politics. 
A community that enjoys crafting 
arguments and theories, delving into 
writing processes, and helping each 
other grow as individuals and writers as 
we cover the crazy world of politics.”

WILLIAM FERNANDEZ, IS POLITIcS 
FOR ME?  
“How do you know if politics is right 
for you? That was the question that 
David Axelrod and Beth Myers were 
discussing one afternoon at the IOP 
house.

I’ve asked myself that question a lot…

Every time I start to doubt my 
commitment, though, I remember how 
David answered that question: how do 
you know if politics is right for you?

“You don’t. You just do it.”

Those words - simple, concise, 
straight-forward - immediately struck 
a chord with me. To me, politics 
stems from the basic idea of taking 
the plunge and getting involved. It’s 
like David says, “Congress is going to 
meet with or without you.”

As hard as I might try to figure out 
what is the best path for me, if you’re 
really going to change the world for 
the better, at some point you just 
have to take the plunge and get 
involved - because if you don’t try, 
then who will?

Maybe I still don’t know if politics is 
right for me. Maybe I never will. But 
that’s not going to stop me from 
heeding David’s words. I’m just going 
to do it.”

ERIN SIMPSON, TEcH TEAM 
TAkES OFF
“Sitting across from one another at 
a table in the IOP living room, Jakub 
Tucholski and Phoenix Charleston 
seem like an unlikely pair.

Phoenix is the Founder and Executive 
Director of S.I.S.T.E.R.S. Inc., a 
development and mentoring program 
for young Chicago women. She’s a 
change agent who’s worked tirelessly 
to make a difference in the lives of 
others. Between the progress she’s 
made, her vision for the future, and 
her fierce sense of style, it’s clear that 
Phoenix is a community leader who 
can do just about anything… but she 
can’t do it alone.

Jakub is a seasoned web developer 
and third year in the College, more 
likely to be found behind the scenes, 
providing technical support for 
organizations from nonprofits in 
Beijing to research groups in Chicago.

The TechTeam is now midway through 
a complete redesign of Phoenix’s 
website, has retooled her social media 
presence, and is using lessons from 
their campaign strategy and computer 
science workshops to help S.I.S.T.E.R.S. 
leverage the internet to make real 
change in the lives of young women 
and their communities.

For the students on the TechTeam, the 
experiences they’ve had doing digital 
strategy for S.I.S.T.E.R.S. have imbued 
them with a killer set of tech skills and 
the practical application to back it up. 
As they enter the campaign season 
this fall, their public service cred with 
the TechTeam will make them valuable 
assets in making contributions 
on campaigns.

For S.I.S.T.E.R.S., outreach is about to get 
a whole lot easier. Don’t be surprised if 
you hear about the change Phoenix’s 
team is creating any day now.”
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cOMMuNIcATIONS
IN THEIR OWN
WORDS



uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics
Hey folks @davidaxelrod here. Send 
in your questions! I’ll be here for the 
next hour… #AskAxe
3:05 PM - 6 Mar 2014

christine Schmidt @schmidttysays
#AskAxe What’s your pie-in-the-sky 
wish for the IOP’s future? 
@davidaxelrod    
 12:05 PM - 6 Mar 2014

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics
Hey @schmidttysays I’d like to see 
lots of IOPers in the arena, in DC, 
state & local capitals, journalism, 
anywhere they can make difference
3:07 PM - 6 Mar 2014
1 RETWEET 2 FAVORITES

Julie Sarne@jrsarne #AskAxe
What are the best qualities to look 
for in a political internship?
11:30 PM - 28 Feb 2014

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics 
Hey @jrsarne Find a spot where 
you’ll get real responsibility & can 
learn. It’s fun to be in active places. 
You learn from doing.
3:08 PM - 6 Mar 2014

Patrick Thevenow @pthevenow 
How do we get young people 
interested in politics in the way 
#Obama did, post-Obama? 
#AskAxe
1:01 PM - 6 Mar 2014

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics 
Hey @pthevenow Whatever you 
care about - climate change, human 
rights, deficits, inequality - will all be 
impacted by politics. Get involved
3:10 PM - 6 Mar 2014

ucPu Prog Party @UCPUProgParty
What are some things University 
of Chicago students can do to get 
involved with the IOP? #AskAxe
11:17 AM - 6 Mar 2014

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics 
Follow Hey @UCPUProgParty Tons 
to do. And you can help create more. 
Log on to http://politics.uchicago.edu 
or just drop by the IOP house#AskAxe
3:12 PM - 6 Mar 2014

Econ Policy Society @UofCEPS 
Which foreign leader irritates you 
the most? #AskAxe
3:26 PM - 5 Mar 2014

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics 
Hey @UofCEPS you really have to 
ask me that question at the moment? 
#AskAxe
3:14 PM - 6 Mar 2014

Julie Sarne @jrsarneFollow #AskAxe 
Any ways for non-UC college students 
to engage with the incredible 
resources and opportunities at the 
IOP?
11:28 PM - 28 Feb 2014

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics
Hey @jrsarne Just come by the 
house. Many programs are open to 
the public. Come check them out 
#AskAxe
3:16 PM - 6 Mar 2014 

cindy Adams @Silicon5 Polls have 
shown #GOP with edge in 2014, 
yet poll after poll shows majority 
of Americans support #Dem policy 
positions. What gives? #AskAxe
2:23 PM - 5 Mar 2014

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics 
Hey @Silicon5 Playing field 
traditionally tilted against WH party 
in 6th year. Many more D Senate 
seats exposed. Tougher landscape 
#AskAxe
3:18 PM - 6 Mar 2014

Brian Booth @BrianBooth8 
#AskAxe Are costs for “anti-poverty 
programs” included somewhere 
in R&D, Education, Energy and 
Infrastructure?
3:32 PM - 6 Mar 2014

5707 S Woodlawn Ave, 773.834.4671   politics.uchicago.edu      twitter.com/UChiPolitics      facebook.com/UChicagoPolitics                                          39

cOMMuNIcATIONS

FuLL TWITTER 
Q&A WITH
DAVID AxELROD



uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics
Hey @BrianBooth8 We can’t simply 
cut our way to prosperity. Must 
make smart investments too. R&D, 
education, energy, infrastructure 
#AskAxe
3:20 PM - 6 Mar 2014

Maira khwaja @mairaka What 
would be your dream Chicago 
mayoral race (to watch)? #AskAxe
3:17 PM - 6 Mar 2014

 

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics
Hey @mairaka Michael Jordan vs 
Mike Ditka #AskAxe
3:21 PM - 6 Mar 2014

Angela LG @angelaclg
There a lot of campaigns going on 
to “turn ______ state Blue.” Any 
thoughts on what major state might 
be the first to flip? #AskAxe
3:21 PM - 6 Mar 2014

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics
Hey @angelaclg I don’t know 
about the first state, but I know the 
biggest: I think Texas will flip by the 
end of this decade. #AskAxe
3:23 PM - 6 Mar 2014

Emma G. Roberts @EmmaGZRoberts
Any initiatives on horizon for 
collaborations w/ @UCSCatUChicago\
or Office of Civic Engagement? + 
extending resources to community? 
#AskAxe
3:56 PM - 5 Mar 2014 
Chicago, IL, United States

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics
Hey @EmmaGZRoberts Proud 
of IOPers for tutoring folks for 
naturalization, providing tech support 
to local comm orgs & much more. 
#AskAxe
3:26 PM - 6 Mar 2014

 

ucPu Prog Party @UCPUProgParty 
What is your favorite memory of 
Barack Obama? #AskAxe
11:18 AM - 6 Mar 2014

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics
Hey @UCPUProgParty Proud of 
courage/tenacity he showed in health 
reform push. Put long-term good 
of US ahead of short-term politics 
#AskAxe 
3:30 PM - 6 Mar 2014\

Zainab Imam @zainabimam @
UChiPolitics What made you decide 
to move from NYC to Chicago as a 
college student? Just UChi or the 
city of Chicago as well? #AskAxe
3:26 PM - 6 Mar 2014

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics
Hey @zainabimam Both. Chicago was 
& is a dynamic city with fascinating 
politics. @UChicago is great but that 
was a big draw, too #AskAxe
3:31 PM - 6 Mar 2014

Noah Weiland @noahweiland 
@UChiPolitics How important is 
the potato pancake to a meal at 
Manny’s? #AskAxe
3:31 PM - 6 Mar 2014 

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics
Hey @noahweiland Part of 
the essential experience of @
mannysdeli- best place in town to 
clog your arteries & clear your head. 
#AskAxe
3:34 PM - 6 Mar 2014

Scott Stambaugh @Scott_
Stambaugh @davidaxelrod 
#ASKAXE Do you think the 
President will endorse Anybody if 
both Biden and Hillary run ?
3:15 PM - 5 Mar 2014

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics
Hey @Scott_Stambaugh I know how 
highly he thinks of both, but I don’t 
think he’ll have to choose. Can’t see 
that race happening. #AskAxe
3:37 PM - 6 Mar 2014
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Venkatesh Pillai @vapzone
Do you think this political 
polarization in DC, and among 
American public in general, is only 
going to get worse? #AskAxe
3:24 PM - 6 Mar 2014

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics
Hey @vapzone It will get worse 
until the public demands something 
better. #AskAxe
3:38 PM - 6 Mar 2014

 

Stephen Lurie @luriethereal
How can the poor, homeless, 
excluded possibly be served in age 
of politics where big $ and lobby 
rule? #AskAxe
3:24 PM - 6 Mar 2014

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics
Hey @luriethereal Good question. 
The flood of big money is daunting, 
putting premium on grass-roots 
efforts behind candidates. 1/2 
#AskAxe
3:46 PM - 6 Mar 2014

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics
2/2 @luriethereal But w court 
rulings it’s open season for 
big secret donations. Need full 
disclosure,steps to cut cost of 
campaigns #AskAxe
3:52 PM - 6 Mar 2014

claire Liu @theclaireliu
Do you think the President will 
be more involved with UChicago 
and the IOP when his term ends? 
#AskAxe
3:45 PM - 6 Mar 2014

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics
Hey @theclaireliu What a good idea! 
I think I’ll ask! #AskAxe
3:53 PM - 6 Mar 2014

yangyang cheng @yangyang_
cheng #AskAxe Has @UChiPolitics 
been growing to what you 
envisioned it to be? Has your vision/
idea for the IOP evolved since the 
IOP’s 
founding?

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics
Hey @yangyang_cheng It’s grown 
beyond my wildest expectations, 
thanks to active, incisive students 
like you. #AskAxe
3:55 PM - 6 Mar 2014

The Gate | uchicago @uchicagogate 
You come from a background in 
journalism & it’s definitely a changing 
field. Any advice for young journalists 
@uchicagogate? #AskAxe

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics
Hey @uchicagogate Times have 
changed, but there will always be 
need for good content. Cast broad net 
to outlets, traditional & non. #AskAxe
3:57 PM - 6 Mar 2014

Venkatesh Pillai @vapzone
Chicago-style or NY-style pizza? 
#AskAxe
3:41 PM - 6 Mar 2014

uchicago Politics @UChiPolitics
Hey @vapzone I grew up in NYC 
eating a slice a day, the oil dripping 
to the plate. That’s how I think pizza 
was meant to be. #AskAxe
3:59 PM - 6 Mar 2014

Akila Ally @akilaally @UChiPolitics 
What is the most challenging/
interesting class you took at 
UChicago and why? #AskAxe
11:42 PM - 5 Mar 2014

uchicago Politics@UChiPolitics
Hey @akilaally They were all 
challenging bc I was busy writing 
for newspapers, not in library. Wish 
I could take those classes again 
#AskAxe
4:02 PM - 6 Mar 2014
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IOPTV GuESTS

Gov. Deval Patrick
Nancy-Ann Deparle
Former Rep. Sue W. Kelly
Former Rep. Lincoln Davis
Peter Sagal
Geoff Stone
Reince Priebus
Dr. Tevi Troy
Rich Miller
Paul Maslin
Steven Chu
David Wasserman
Mayor Kasim Reed
Gov. Nikki Haley
John King

IN THE NEWS

yOuTH TO POLITIcIANS: DON’T 
JuST TWEET AT uS, ENGAGE uS »
Chicago Sun-Times (March 13, 2014)

MAyORS DIScuSS ISSuES FAcING 
BIG u.S. cITIES »
Fox Chicago (March 11, 2014)

Ex-REP. INGLIS GETS NEW FORuM 
FOR ENERGy VIEWS »
Environment & Energy Daily 
(March 11, 2014)

cHIcAGO SuN-TIMES SERVES 
‘DEEP DISH’ POLITIcS »
Politico (March 11, 2014)

EMANuEL FRONT AND cENTER AT 
u. OF c. FORuM, cNN SERIES »
Chicago Tribune (March 7, 2014)

IN MEETING OF MAyORS, DE 
BLASIO HOLDS HIS OWN »
New York Times (March 6, 2014)

MAyORS SAy BIG cITIES ARE 
DRIVING uS RESuRGENcE »
Associated Press (March 6, 2014)

LIVE BLOG: EMANuEL, DEBLASIO 
AT u OF c MAyORS FORuM »
Chicago Sun-Times (March 6, 2014)

EMANuEL, MAyORAL  
cOLLEAGuES: WASHINGTON 
IGNORES BIG cITIES »
CBS Chicago (March 6, 2014)

MAyOR DE BLASIO TO HEAD TO 
uNIVERSITy OF cHIcAGO FOR 
‘LEADING AMERIcA’S BIG cITIES 
IN THE 21ST cENTuRy’ SEMINAR »
NY Daily News (March 6, 2014)

RIVALS RIP RAuNER DuRING 
REPuBLIcAN GOVERNOR DEBATE »
Chicago Tribune (March 5, 2014)

GOP GuBERNATORIAL 
cANDIDATES SQuARE OFF IN 
FORuM »
ABC Chicago (March 4, 2014)

4 GOP cANDIDATES FOR 
GOVERNOR SQuARE OFF »
Fox Chicago (March 4, 2014)

3 GOVERNOR cANDIDATES 
TARGET RAuNER IN 2ND 
REPuBLIcAN DEBATE »
WGN Chicago (March 4, 2014)

BRADy SAyS RAuNER ‘TIED TO 
MORE FELONS’ THAN 
BLAGOJEVIcH »
Chicago Sun-Times (March 4, 2014)

4 GOP GOV cANDIDATES TALk 
SOcIAL ISSuES IN DEBATE »
Associated Press (March 4, 2014)

DILLARD RELEASES HIS PLAN TO 
IMPROVE ILLINOIS’ EcONOMy »
Progress Illinois (March 4, 2014)

DAVID AxELROD’S NEW 
FELLOWS »
Politico (March 4, 2014)

THE uNIVERSITy OF cHIcAGO 
INSTITuTE OF POLITIcS NAMES 
FELLOWS »
Chicago Sun-Times (March 3, 2014)

IOP SPRING FELLOWS TO 
INcLuDE TWO ALuMS »
Chicago Maroon (March 3, 2014) 

cHIcAGO FELLOWSHIP BRINGS 
ROGER SIMON HOME »
Robert Feder (March 3, 2014)

cITy HALL PRO: cROWLEy GETS 
A cuOMO BOOST; DE BLASIO’S 
PARADE POLITIcS »
Capital New York (March 3, 2014)

DE BLASIO AT u. OF cHIcAGO 
INSTITuTE OF POLITIcS ON 
THuRSDAy »
Chicago Sun-Times (Feb. 28, 2014) 
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AMERIcANOS ABIERTOS A 
RELAcIONARSE cON cuBA »
Univision, (Feb. 14, 2014) 

ANOTHER WAy cABLE cOMPANIES 
ARE RIPPING yOu OFF, AccORDING 
TO STEVEN cHu »
Forbes, (Feb. 14, 2014)

STEVE EDWARDS NEW ExEc 
DIREcTOR OF u. OF cHIcAGO’S 
INSTITuTE OF POLITIcS » 
Chicago Sun Times (Feb. 9, 2014)  

TEEN cREATING cOMMuNITy TO 
TuRN HER GRIEF INTO GOOD » 
Chicago Tribune (Dec. 8, 2013)

JOE BIDEN IN cHIcAGO: VP 
ATTENDING GROuNDBREAkING 
OF DOMESTIc VIOLENcE 
SHELTER, FuNDRAISER »
Huffington Post (Nov. 25, 2013)

VIcE PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN IN 
cHIcAGO AS GROuNDBREAkING 
HELD FOR SW SIDE DOMESTIc 
VIOLENcE SHELTER » 
ABC Chicago (Nov. 25, 2013)

BIDEN, EMANuEL ON HAND TO 
OPEN NEW DOMESTIc VIOLENcE 
SHELTER »
CBS Chicago (Nov. 25, 2013)

VP BIDEN cHIcAGO VISIT
INcLuDES STOP AT DOMESTIc 
VIOLENcE SHELTER »
WGN Chicago (Nov. 25, 2013)
 

BIDEN cOMING TO cHIcAGO FOR 
FuNDRAISER, SPEEcH & 
GROuNDBREAkING »
Chicago Tribune (Nov. 21, 2013)

A SITTING MAyOR TO JOIN IOP 
WINTER FELLOWS »
The Chicago Maroon (Nov. 12, 2013)
 
MARRIAGE EQuALITy TO BE 
LAW » 
The Chicago Maroon (Nov. 8, 2013)
 
BEST OF THE REST OF THE cHI-
cAGO HuMANITIES FEST (THE 
POLITIcAL ANIMAL: A 
cONVERSATION WITH DAVID 
AxELROD) »  
Time Out Chicago (Nov. 7, 2013)
 
DAVID AxELROD’S POST-D.c. LIFE: 
TV, A BOOk, FuTuRE LEADERS 
AND EPILEPSy RESEARcH » 
The Washington Post (Nov. 5, 2013)
 
GOV. cHAFEE SPEAkING AT
uNIVERSITy OF cHIcAGO ON 
MONDAy »
Providence Journal (Nov. 3, 2013)
 
THE BEGINNING OF THE END OF 
THE FINANcIAL cRISIS » 
The New York Times (Oct. 29, 2013)
 
BLAckROck’S FINk SAyS THERE 
ARE ‘BuBBLE-LIkE MARkETS 
AGAIN’ » 
Bloomberg (Oct. 29, 2013)
 
FINANcIAL cRISIS REMAINS A 
‘FESTERING SORE’ » 
Chicago Tribune (Oct. 30, 2013)

 

BARNEy FRANk: ‘REALITy’ IS ON 
SIDE OF SAME-SEx MARRIAGE IN 
ILLINOIS »
Chicago Sun Times (Oct. 29, 2013)
 
MccAIN WEIGHS IN ON GOP, 
GRAND BARGAIN »
The Chicago Maroon (Oct. 29, 2013)
 
cHIcAGO DRAWS POLITIcAL 
STARS ON OcT. 28 » 
NBC Chicago (Oct. 25, 2013)
 
DuNcAN, HESS cLASH ON 
cOMMON cORE » 
POLITICO’s Morning Education 
(Oct. 25, 2013)
 
THE LATEST ON STEM EDucATION 
AND THE cOMMON cORE » 
WBEZ’s “Morning Shift” 
(Oct. 25, 2013)
 
EDucATION SEcRETARy DEFENDS 
cOMMON cORE STANDARDS »
The Chicago Maroon (Oct. 25, 2013)
 
DuNcAN, HESS TALk cOMMON 
cORE »
POLITICO’s Morning Education 
(Oct. 24, 2013)
 
EDucATION SEcRETARy 
DuNcAN IN cHIcAGO, WHEELING 
ON THuRSDAy, FRIDAy » 
Chicago Sun Times (Oct. 21, 2013)

EMANuEL BOOSTS SOLAR 
POWER; DuNcAN IN cHIcAGO; 
POLIcE PAy » 
Crain’s Chicago Business 
(Oct. 21, 2013)
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IOP LIGHTS uP cHIcAGO IDEAS 
WEEk » 
The Chicago Maroon (Oct. 18, 2013)
 
Q&A: POLITIcAL JOuRNALIST 
AMy WALTER » 
The Chicago Maroon (Oct. 18 2013)
 
POLITIcAL GROuPS TRy TO SHuT 
EAcH OTHER DOWN » 
The Chicago Maroon (Oct. 11, 2013)
 
BIRMINGHAM LEGAcy EVOLVING 
50 yEARS LATER » 
The Chicago Maroon (Oct. 7, 2013)
 
BuSH ScHOOL TO HOST FORMER 
OBAMA ADVISOR DAVID 
AxELROD » 
TAMU Times (Oct. 7, 2013)
 
INSTITuTE OF POLITIcS 
HIGHLIGHTS » 
Hyde Park Herald (Oct. 2, 2013)
 
ELIZABETH WARREN cOMPARES 
cOMPROMISE ON GOVERNMENT 
SHuTDOWN TO NEGOTIATING 
WITH HOSTAGE TAkERS » 
The Raw Story (Sept. 30, 2013)

RAMESH PONNuRu: IN cHIcAGO » 
National Review (Sept. 30, 2013)
 
FORMER MISSOuRI SEcRETARy 
OF STATE cARNAHAN JOINS Dc 
FIRM » 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
(Sept. 27, 2013)
 

ROBIN cARNAHAN JOINING 
WASHINGTON cONSuLTING FIRM » 
St. Louis Beacon (Sept. 27, 2013)
 
ROBIN cARNAHAN FINDS 
NEW JOB » 
CBS - St. Louis (Sept. 27, 2013)
 
u.S. SEN. ELIZABETH WARREN 
kIckS OFF FALL POLITIcS EVENTS 
AT u. OF c. » 
DNAinfo (Sept. 26, 2013)
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